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ABSTRACT
Background and Objective: Agrochemicals are essential for farming and are a significant source of
environmental heavy metals, which could be influenced by the soil’s physico-chemical parameters. Hence,
seasonal variations of the physico-chemical parameters and concentrations of some heavy metals in
vegetable farm sites from the Far Eastern, Eastern, and Western agricultural zones of Lagos State were
evaluated. Materials and Methods: Three blocks were selected from each zone where vegetables are
planted. Six sampling locations and 3 sampling points were established for each block, coupled with a
control (non-farm) site per zone. Soil samples were collected from these points during the wet and dry 
seasons  at  soil  depth  0-30  cm  and  analyzed  for  physico-chemical  parameters  using  standard
methods, and an Atomic Absorption Spectrophotometer was used to quantify the heavy metals. The
physico-chemical  parameters  and  heavy  metals  data  were  analyzed  for  mean  and  subjected  to 
Analysis  of  Variance  (ANOVA)  at  a  p<0.05  significant  level using  SPSS  version  26.  Results: The
physico-chemical properties varied significantly across the three zones in both seasons. The highest pH
of 6.05 was detected in the Western zone during the dry season, and the lowest of 4.61 in the Eastern
zone during the wet season. The soil texture revealed that sand is the dominant component, with a mix
of silt and clay. Heavy metal concentrations showed the highest presence of Fe (6.10 mg/kg) during the
dry season in the Eastern zone, while Cr (0.0008 mg/kg) had the lowest in the Western zone during the
wet season. Dry season heavy metal concentrations varied significantly (p<0.05) when compared with the
wet season across the zones. The  non-dietary  risk  assessment  of  heavy  metals  showed  that  the 
Hazard  Quotient  (HQ) was <1 for  non-carcinogenic  and  #10!6  for  carcinogenic  risks  in  children  and 
adults  across  the  zones. Conclusion: However, continuous monitoring of agricultural sites is still
required to maintain a healthy environment that will support biota.
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INTRODUCTION
Agricultural soil is crucial in maintaining a sustainable ecosystem, food security, and human health.
However, rising anthropogenic activities such as mining, waste disposal, industrialization, and the excessive
use of agrochemicals have led to the accumulation of heavy metals in the soil1. Heavy metals are part the
most dangerous contaminants non-degradability, persistence, and bioaccumulative ability, even at
minimum concentrations in the environment, which is influenced by the physicochemical properties of
the soil1-4. Heavy metals like iron, zinc, manganese, and selenium play vital roles in cellular and metabolic
processes, but cadmium, lead, and mercury are among the top ten hazardous substances4,5.

Heavy metal contamination of agricultural soil is a worldwide problem. However, it is worse in most
developing countries, due to inadequate awareness regarding their harmful effects, not just on crop
quality but also on human health. Human health could be hampered by heavy metals via consuming food
crops cultivated on heavy metal-contaminated soil or through non-dietary routes such as accidental soil
ingestion, dust inhalation, and skin contact6,7. The occurrence and heavy metals health risk of water,
vegetables,  fish,  and  indoor  dust  have  been  studied8-12.  However,  there  is  a  dearth  of  information 
on non-dietary exposure risk assessment of heavy metals in vegetable farmlands of Lagos State, despite
increasing awareness. Therefore, this research assessed the seasonal variations of physicochemical
parameters and the non-dietary heavy metal risk assessment in selected areas of Lagos State.

MATERIALS AND METHODS
Description of study area: The study was conducted in some selected areas in Lagos State, Nigeria, with
Latitudes 6°23"N and 6°41"N, and Longitudes 3°09'E and 3°20'E. The sampling sites were selected based
on the three zonal agricultural divisions (Far Eastern, Eastern, and Western zones) of Lagos State by the
Lagos State Agricultural Development Agency13 (Fig. 1). Three blocks were selected from each zone where
vegetables are planted. Six sampling locations and 3 sampling points were established for each block,
coupled with three control (non-farm) sites per zone and geo-referenced using a global positioning
system (GPS) (Fig. 1).

Sampling operation and schedule: Sampling was carried out at the designated sites between June, 2021
and February, 2023. Samplings were carried out four times in the wet and four times in the dry seasons
to study the effects of seasonal variations on the soil.

Soil sample collection and assessment: Soil samples from vegetable farms were collected using a clean
soil auger at depths of 0-30 cm. The physicochemical parameters and heavy metals were assessed using
standard methods and an Atomic Absorption Spectrophotometer (AAS), respectively. Soil pH and electrical
conductivity were measured using a calibrated pH and conductivity meter (Hanna: HI 9813-6). Soil
moisture content was determined according to the method of Sani et al.2. Organic carbon analysis was
carried out by adopting the method of Walkley-Black14 while organic matter was calculated by multiplying
%OC by 1.72. The Bouzoukis hydrometer method15 was used to analyze soil particle distribution, and the
textural classification was interpreted using the textural triangle as adapted by Osuala et al.3.

Heavy metal concentrations were digested by the method of Isiuku and Enyoh16 and analyzed using a Buck
Scientific atomic absorption spectrophotometer (model 210A). 

Data analysis: The data physico-chemical parameters and heavy metals data were analyzed by One-way
Analysis of Variance (ANOVA) at p<0.05 significance level with the Software Package for Social Sciences
(version 26.0). All handlings of bar charts were executed using Microsoft Office Excel 2018.

Non-dietary risk assessment of heavy metals: Three potential pathways of exposure (ingestion,
inhalation, and dermal exposure routes) to heavy metals in soil samples were evaluated across the three
agricultural zones7,17.

https://doi.org/10.17311/tas.2025.313.322  |                 Page 314



Trends Agric. Sci., 4 (4): 313-322, 2025

Fig. 1: Sampled stations’ MapSource: Adewale et al.18

RESULTS
Physico-chemical parameters and textural composition: The lowest pH of 4.61 was found in the
Eastern zone during the wet season, while 6.05 was the highest pH detected in the Western zone during
the dry season (Fig. 2b-c). The minimum electrical conductivity of 0.12 mS/cm was detected in the Far
Eastern zone during the wet season, while the maximum was 0.32 mS/cm in the Western zone during the
dry season (Fig. 2a-c). The lowest and highest moisture content were detected in the Eastern zone with
values of 13.49 and 15.23% in the wet and dry seasons, respectively (Fig. 2b-c). The lowest and highest
% organic matter were detected in the wet season from the Far Eastern zone (6.60%) and dry season in
the Western zone (8.22%), respectively. The physico-chemical parameters varied significantly (p<0.05) in
both seasons across the three zones and the control sites. The dominant textural composition across the
zones was sand. The lowest percentage of sand was 55.96 % in the Eastern zone, while 86.58% of sand
was the highest in the Western zone during the wet season (Fig. 3b-c). The Far Eastern zone had a varied
sand composition. The compositions of silt and clay were intermediate across the three zones (Fig. 3a-c).
The soil compositions varied significantly across the three zones and the control sites in the wet and dry
seasons. 

Heavy  metal  concentration  across  the  zones:  Heavy  metal  concentrations  analysis  of the soil
samples, which varied significantly (p<0.05) across the three zones and the control sites, showed the
presence of lead (Pb), nickel (Ni), cadmium (Cd), chromium (Cr), iron (Fe), and zinc (Zn) in both seasons.
The highest heavy metal detected was Fe (6.10 mg/kg) in the Eastern zone during the dry season while
0.001  mg/kg of  Cr  was  detected  as  the  lowest  concentration  in  the  wet  season  in  the  Western 
zone during the wet  season.  The  control  site  of  the  Far  Eastern  zone  had  the  highest concentration
of Fe (4.97 mg/kg) in the dry season, while  0.001 mg/kg of Cr was detected as the minimum value in the
wet season (Fig. 4a-c).
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Fig. 2(a-c): (a) Seasonal variation of physicochemical parameters in the Far Eastern zone, (b) Seasonal
variation of physicochemical parameters in the Eastern zone and (c) Seasonal variation of
physicochemical parameters in the Western zone
*Sign indicate p<0.05 significant level

Non-dietary risk assessment of  heavy  metals  across  the  sampled  zones:  In  the  Far  Eastern  zone,
Cr had a maximum HQ of 1.27×10G4  in  children  by  dermal  exposure  route,  while  the  Ni  had the
lowest HQ of 5.52×10G11 in adults by inhalation exposure route. Hazard index (HI) of heavy metals in
children and adults for all exposure routes was <1. The cancer risk ranged from 3.06×10G12 to 1.38×10G8 

in children and adults with Ni having the highest cancer risk (1.38×10G8 ) in children by ingestion route,
while the lowest was Cr with a cancer risk of  3.06×10G12 in children by inhalation route (Table 1). In the
Eastern zone, Cr had the maximum HQ of 1.36×10G4 in children via the ingestion route, while Ni had the
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Fig. 3(a-c): (a) Seasonal variation in soil composition in the Far Eastern zone, (b) Seasonal variation in soil
composition in the Eastern zone and (c) Seasonal variation in soil composition in the Western
zone

minimum HQ of 5.07×10G4 in adults via the inhalation route. Cancer risk was highest and lowest in
children exposed to Cr via ingestion and inhalation routes, with values of 1.43×10G8 and 3.32×10G12,
respectively. (Table 1). In the Western zone, Cr had the highest HQ of 1.05×10G4 in children via dermal
exposure route, while Ni had the lowest HQ of 5.13×10G11 in adults via inhalation exposure route. Hazard
quotient for other heavy metals had intermediate values. Ni had the highest cancer risk of 1.28×10G8 in
children through the ingestion route, while the lowest was Cr with a cancer risk of 1.53×10G12 in children
via the inhalation route (Table 1). 
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Fig. 4(a-c): (a) Seasonal variations of heavy metal concentrations in the Far Eastern zone, (b) Seasonal
variations of heavy metal concentrations in the Eastern zone and (c) Seasonal variations of
heavy metal concentrations in the Western zone
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The total cancer risks through the three exposure routes in children and adults across the agricultural
zones were lower than the stipulated value of 10-6 (Table 1).

DISCUSSION
Physico-chemical parameters and heavy metal concentrations of the three agricultural zones in Lagos
State were assessed. The pH across the three zones, which ranged from acidic to slightly acidic, was within
the range obtained by Adewale et al.18. Soil pH has a direct impact on nutrient availability and is critical
for proper nutrient management. Low pH increases the solubility of metallic components and thus
becomes available19. The seasonal variation in these results could also be attributed to changes in the
concentration of salt in the soil solution, which may be linked to frequent fertilizer application20 and rainfall
patterns.

Organic matter in soil is determined by organic carbon. It increases soil buffering and exchange capacity
while also increasing crop nutrient availability. It also creates chelates with metals, increasing their
solubility and crop availability21. The organic matter detected in this study could probably be linked with
the soil texture and the rainfall pattern22. The result obtained was similar to that of Olatunji et al.23.

The dominant texture of the soils across the sample zones was sandy loam, which has high sand content
with adequate silt and clay to provide structure and fertility3. The high percentage of sand as indicated
in this study corroborates the result of Shil et al.24. Heavy metal concentrations detected in the control
sites could be ascribed to the transboundary property of these pollutants25 and soil composition4. High
levels of heavy metals detected in soil corroborate with the findings of Ahmed et al.26. This probably could
be attributed to the continuous application of agrochemicals over the years.

Heavy metals have a high likelihood of non-cancer health effects, with a hazard index (HI) of >1 indicating
high risks. The total cancer risk (TCR) is ranked from very low to very high27. In the present research, the
HI <1 and TCR #10G6 or #10G4 in all exposure routes suggested no potential non-carcinogenic and
carcinogenic health risk of heavy metals exposure in children and adults of the study area. This is in
tandem with the findings of Okoro et al.28 whose results indicated that heavy metals exposure in dust was
under tolerable limits for both carcinogenic and non-carcinogenic hazards for both age groups in both
children and adults.

CONCLUSION
Heavy metal analysis revealed considerable (p<0.05) seasonal and zonal variation in concentrations of
Lead (Pb), Nickel (Ni), Cadmium (Cd), Chromium (Cr), Iron (Fe), and Zinc (Zn). Iron had maximum
concentration in the Eastern zone during the dry season, while the concentration of Cr was minimal in the
Western zone during the wet season. Although heavy metals were present, risk assessment findings
showed non-carcinogenic and carcinogenic health risks in all the zones. These results showed that seasons
and locations could be responsible for important differences in soil parameters and heavy metal
concentrations. However, the concentrations of heavy metals in Lagos State’s vegetable farmlands are
below the World Health Organization’s permissible limit. This study justified the need for seasonal soil
management alongside health risk assessment during the planning of agricultural land use. 

SIGNIFICANCE STATEMENT
This study discovered the seasonal variation in physicochemical parameters and heavy metal
concentrations in vegetable farmlands of Lagos State, which can be beneficial for agricultural stakeholders,
environmental managers, and policymakers in assessing soil quality trends and implementing timely
interventions. By providing evidence-based insight into changes in soil properties over time, the findings
contribute to understanding pollution dynamics and its implications for environmental quality and public
health. This research highlights the importance of continuous monitoring to mitigate contamination risks
and promote sustainable consumption and production practices. This study will help researchers to
uncover the critical areas of soil contamination dynamics and risk assessment that many researchers were
not able to explore. Thus, a new theory on seasonal pollution patterns may be arrived at.
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